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SUMMARY 

This paper presents the result of the survey of differences between State’s NOTAM 

operations and the descriptions of APAC OPADD. 

 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 
 

1.1 The results of the survey are presented to the Task Force to help discussing the 

improvement and harmonization of the AIS operation in the APAC region. 

 

1.2 Thirteen APAC administrations responded to the survey. They are (in alphabetical 

order): 

Australia, Bangladesh, Fiji, Hong Kong China (Hong Kong), Japan, Democratic 

People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK), Republic of Korea, Macao China (Macao), 

Malaysia, Mongolia, Pakistan, Singapore, Thailand. 

 

 

2. DISCUSSION 

 

2.1 The results of the survey are summarized in Attachment A. Red means not 

compliant and yellow means partially compliant. The status is the time when survey sheets 

were created. Hong Kong China and Macao China’s regional characteristics are not included. 

The articles that many administrations have operational differences found in the Attachment 

are as follows: 

 

2.3      Detailed procedure for NOTAM 

 

The operational differences are found in six administrations out of 

thirteen.  

 

3.13     Procedures for the creation of NOTAM series ‘T’ 

 

Nine administrations do not conform to the OPADD. Several 

administrations do not have ability to process it.  
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3.19     NOTAM items 

 

The operational differences are found in five administrations. 

 

5          Procedures for SNOWTAM, ASHTAM and special conditions 

 

Several administrations issue NOTAM instead of SNOWTAM and/or 

ASHTAM. Thailand issues BIRDTAM.  

 

Comment: 

 

The differences are found in the detailed procedures in the NOTAM 

creation. 

 

NOTAM series ‘T’, SNOWTAM, ASHTAM and BIRDTAM are not 

popular in the APAC. 

 

2.2 The articles in the OPADD that seem to be necessary to consider to take some actions 

are summarized below: 
 

2.3.18-21 Item D) 

 

Bangladesh, Hong Kong and Singapore follow Annex 15 that means they use 

free text instead of syntaxes specified in the OPADD. Australia and Japan do 

not fully comply with the OPADD. 

 

Comment: 

 

At present, there might be no need to strictly specify the syntax of item D). 

Though, it is necessary to consider the computer-friendly item D) or 

abolishment of it before the advent of the SWIM environment. 
 
2.3.23  Item F) and G) 

 

Australia includes the fields for FIR OBST (QO), though the OPADD 

restricts the fields for QR and QW. Japan also does not restrict the use of the 

fields only for QR and QW. 

 

Comment: 

 

In Doc. 8126, the fields are normally applicable to QR and QW, but can be 

used for any other applicable subjects. The reason the OPADD imposes such 

restriction is not described in the OPADD. If there is no significant reason 

applicable to the APAC region, the restriction should be lifted. 
 

2.4.3    Specific procedure related to NOTAMC creation 

 

In 2.4.3.4, 'CN' and 'HV' for 4
th

 and 5
th

 letters of NOTAM Code are not 

present.  
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Comment: 

 

They should be included in the next version of the OPADD. 

 
2.7       Trigger NOTAM 

 

Hong Kong issues non-AIRAC AIP AMDT only. AIRAC information will be 

issued as AIRAC AIP SUP. 

   

Singapore issues AIRAC information as AIRAC AIP SUP and incorporate it 

in AIP AMDT after the implementation date.  

 

In Australia, Trigger NOTAM remains in force until SUP is cancelled. 

Trigger NOTAM for AIC is also issued. 

 

Japan sets the end of SUP in item C) when the period is longer than 14 days. 

 

Comment: 

 

There is a diverse range of usage about Trigger NOTAM. In the SWIM 

environment and the use of AIXM 5.1 or higher, Trigger NOTAM would not 

be needed.  
 
2.8       NIL Notification 

 

This article is not applicable to Hong Kong. 

  

The 14 days period is the same as article 2.7, but item C) of example in 2.8.3 

(...2359)  is different from that in 2.7.2.4 (...0000).  

 

Macao uses 2359 for Trigger NOTAM and NIL Notification. 

 

Comment: 

 

The duration is the same as Trigger NOTAM, so the item C) in both 

examples should be identical, 0000 or 2359. 

 

2.3 Other findings from items in the survey sheets are as follows: 

 

 The administrations completely conform to the OPADD:  

 

They are Republic of Korea and Malaysia. DPRK will be fully compliant 

with the OPADD in 2015. Mongolia’s system is compliant with the OPADD.  

 

 System constraint: 

 

In Australia and Japan, many deviations from the OPADD come from the 

system restrictions. Japan has a plan to be fully compliant with the OPADD 

in 2018 by system upgrade. Mongolia's system is flexible in input data. 
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 Unique Regional characteristics: 

 

They are Macao and Hong Kong. Macao is in a China’s FIR and some of its 

SID/STAR are stretched into Hong Kong’s AOZ. There are unique styles of 

issuing NOTAM.  

 

 ‘T’ series NOTAM 

 

Fiji is capable of handling 'T' series, but does not use it. Australia, Hong 

Kong, Japan, Macau and Thailand do not issue ‘T’ series. Other 

administrations seem to have ability to issue ‘T’ series, but there is no ‘T’ 

series issued in APAC region. 

 

 PIB 

 

Australia, Bangladesh, Hong Kong, Macao, Mongolia, and Singapore report 

the absence of certain search functions such as RQO.  

 

3. ACTION BY THE MEETING 
 

3.1 The meeting is invited to:  

 

a) note the information contained in this paper;  

 

b) discuss any relevant matters as appropriate; and 

 

c) identify any areas of concern. 
 

 

………………………… 



OPADD Survey results

OPADD articles Australia Bangladesh Fiji Hong Kong Japan DPRK Republic of Korea Macao Malaysia Mongolia Pakistan Singapore Thailand

1 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Preface

1.2 Context

1.3 Purpose

1.4 Scope

1.5 Applicability

1.6 Referenced Documents

2 NOTAM CREATION

2.1 Introduction

2.2 Basic Rules for NOTAM Creation

2.3 Detailed Procedures

2.3.1 NOTAM Series Allocation

2.3.2 NOTAM Number

2.3.3 NOTAM Type

2.3.4 NOTAM Qualification Item Q)

– General Rules

2.3.5 Qualifier ‘FIR’

2.3.6 Qualifier ‘NOTAM CODE’

2.3.7 Qualifier ‘TRAFFIC’

2.3.8 Qualifier ‘PURPOSE’

2.3.9 Qualifier ‘SCOPE’

2.3.10 Qualifiers ‘LOWER/UPPER’

2.3.11 Qualifier ‘GEOGRAPHICAL

REFERENCE’ – General Rules
2.3.12 Qualifier ‘GEOGRAPHICAL

REFERENCE’ – Co-ordinates
2.3.13 Qualifier ‘GEOGRAPHICAL

REFERENCE’ – Radius
2.3.14 Item A) – Single Location (FIR

or AD)
2.3.15 Item A) – Multi-Location (FIR

or AD)

2.3.16 Item B) – Start of Activity

2.3.17 Item C) – End of Validity

2.3.18 Item D) – Day/Time Schedule

– General Rules
2.3.19 Item D) – Day/Time Schedule

– Abbreviations and Symbols Used
2.3.20 Item D) – Day/Time Schedule

– Special Cases
2.3.21 Item D) – Day/Time Schedule

– Examples.

2.3.22 Item E) – NOTAM Text

2.3.23 Items F) and G) – Lower and

Upper Limit
2.4 Creation of NOTAMR and

NOTAMC.
2.4.1 General Procedures Related to

NOTAMR and NOTAMC Creation
2.4.2 Specific Procedures Related to

NOTAMR Creation
2.4.3 Specific Procedures Related to

NOTAMC Creation

2.5 Checklist Production

2.5.1 Checklists – General

2.5.2 Checklist Qualification – Item

2.5.3 Checklist Format – Item E)

2.5.4 Checklist Errors
2.6 Publication of Information by

NOTAM, AIP Amendment or AIP

Supplement
2.6.1 Permanent information shall not

be distributed by means of a NOTAM
2.6.2 Publication of permanent

information by NOTAM.
2.6.3 Incorporation of NOTAM

information in AIP Amendment
2.6.4 Incorporation of NOTAM

information in AIP Supplement
2.7 Trigger NOTAM and Related

Procedures

2.7.1 Trigger NOTAM – Definition

2.7.2 Trigger NOTAM – General
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2.7.3 Trigger NOTAM relative to

AIRAC AIP AMDT
2.7.4 Trigger NOTAM relative to AIP

SUP (AIRAC and Non-AIRAC)

2.7.5 Notification of changes to AIP

2.8 NIL Notification

3 NOTAM PROCESSING

3.1 Introduction

3.2 Objective

3.3 Applicability

3.4 Procedures for the processing of

NOTAM

3.5 General Principles

3.6 Conversion of original NOTAM

Class I

3.7 Triggering of printed publications

3.8 Translation of NOTAM

3.9 Syntax correction

3.10 Data correction

3.11 Editing

3.12 Procedures for dealing with

NOTAM Subject to Query
3.13 Procedures for the creation of

NOTAM Series ‘T’

3.13.1 General procedures

3.13.2 Trigger NOTAM in Series ‘T’

3.13.3 NOTAM in Series ‘T’

3.14 Procedures for Correction of

NOTAM

3.15 NOTAM Verification

3.16 NOTAM Identification

3.16.2 Publishing NOF Identification

3.16.3 NOTAM Series Allocation

3.16.4 NOTAM Number

3.16.5 NOTAM Sub-Number (Multi-

part NOTAM)

3.17 NOTAM Type

3.18 NOTAM Qualification (Item Q)

3.18.1 General rule

3.18.2 Qualifier ‘FIR’

3.18.3 Qualifier ‘NOTAM CODE’

3.18.4 Qualifier ‘TRAFFIC’.

3.18.5 Qualifier ‘PURPOSE’

3.18.6 Qualifier ‘SCOPE’

3.18.7 Qualifiers ‘LOWER/UPPER’

3.18.8 Qualifier ‘GEOGRAPHICAL

REFERENCE’

3.19 NOTAM Items

3.19.1 Item A) – Location ‘FIR/AD’ –

General
3.19.2 Item A) – Location ‘FIR/AD’ –

Single-Location NOTAM
3.19.3 Item A) – Location ‘FIR/AD’ –

Multi-Location NOTAM

3.19.4 Item B) – Start of Activity

3.19.5 Item C) – End of Validity

3.19.6 Item D) – Day/Time Schedule

3.19.7 Item E) – NOTAM Text

3.19.8 Items F) and G) – Lower and

Upper Limit
3.20 Procedures Related to NOTAM

‘R’ Processing
3.21 Procedures Related to NOTAM

‘C’ Processing

3.22 Checklist Processing

3.22.1 General Principles

3.22.2 Checklist Received as a

3.22.3 Checklist Not Received as a

NOTAM

3.23 Missing NOTAM

3.24 NOTAM Deletion

4 DATABASE COMPLETENESS

AND COHERENCE MESSAGES

4.1 General Principles
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4.2 Request for the Repetition of

NOTAM (RQN)

4.2.1 Codes and Symbols used

4.2.2 Examples of the Request for

NOTAM
4.3 Request for the original version of

NOTAM (RQO)

4.3.1 General Specification

4.3.2 Codes and Symbols used

4.3.3 Example of the Request for

Original NOTAM
4.4 Request for the Repetition of

ASHTAM (RQA)

4.4.1 Codes and Symbols used

4.4.2 Examples of the Request for

ASHTAM
4.5 Content of the Reply Messages

(RQR)

4.5.1 General Specification

4.5.2 Standard Expressions in Reply

Messages

4.5.3 Examples for Status of NOTAM

4.6 Request for a List of valid

NOTAM (RQL)

4.6.1 General Specification

4.6.2 Codes and Symbols used

4.6.3 Examples of the request for a

List of valid NOTAM
4.7 Incorrect Requests (RQN, RQO,

RQL)

4.7.1 General Specification

4.7.2 Standard Expressions
5 PROCEDURES FOR SNOWTAM,

ASHTAM AND SPECIAL

CONDITIONS
5.1 Introduction

5.2 SNOWTAM

5.2.1 Definition.

5.2.2 Procedures for SNOWTAM

creation.
5.2.3 Procedures for SNOWTAM

processing

5.3 ASHTAM

5.3.1 Definition.

5.3.2 Procedures for ASHTAM

5.3.3 Procedures for ASHTAM

processing

5.4 Bird Hazards

5.4.1 Definition

5.4.2 Procedure

6 OTHER PROCEDURES

6.1 Multi-Part NOTAM

6.1.1 General Principles

6.1.2 Procedures for Multi-Part

6.1.3 Examples

7 GUIDELINES FOR THE

CREATION AND PROVISION OF

INFORMATION BULLETINS (PIB)

7.1 Introduction

7.1.1 Understanding and Background

7.1.2 The basic user requirements

related to Briefing

7.2 Data Selection Layers

7.3 Types of Bulletins - PIB

7.3.1 Area type Bulletin

7.3.2 Route type Bulletin

7.3.3 Aerodrome type Bulletin

7.3.4 Administrative Bulletins.

7.4 Types of Messages/elements to be

included in the PIB
7.5 Criteria for PIB Customisation –

Query Filters

7.5.1 Time window for PIB validity

7.5.2 NSC qualifiers applied
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7.5.3 Vertical Criteria (Flight Levels)

7.5.4 Geographical criteria

7.6 Principle structure of a PIB

7.6.1 NOTAM sorting

7.7 PIB - specific presentation

considerations

7.7.1 General layout considerations

7.7.2 Presentation of dates/times

7.7.3 Location Indicators

7.8 Delivery of PIB

7.9 PIB - additional elements to be

considered
7.9.1 Provision of AIP-SUP in relation

to PIB

7.9.2 Special areas
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